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A talented duo have created a functional living space in a small
but stylish flat in Central, where they work, play and design their highly
original carpets | By 7 BF BN BEIEAEPIRITE HIIREL EMH
NHIFERE 0 ETAE - MENRFTNR—F
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SERENE DWELLING

The living room's neutral
palette is brought to life

via a painting by Norbert
Schwontkowski; carefully
chosen vintage pieces, such as
a side table by Hans J. Wegner
from Casa Capriz, are peppe-
red throughout; homeowners
Brad Davis and Janis Provisor
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It's said that size matters - but does it really? Ask the husband-and-wife team Janis Provisor
and Brad Davis, the founders of Fort Street Studio, who now live in a compact one-room flat in Hong
Kong. Situated in a tranquil back street in Central behind the old police station, their home provides
everything they need to be comfortable — and serves as the perfect refuge from the hectic urban
lifestyle most people endure in the city. Measuring 750sqft inside, with an additional 495sqft of
outdoor space, it did take a bit of getting used to from their previous abode, confesses Janis. "Initially,
| wasn't sure | could live in such a small flat, especially after leaving our vast high-ceilinged loft in
New York. But | love it now. It's surprising to discover actually how little space you need to live well."

Janis and Brad began working with Chinese artisans back in the early ‘90s when they previously
resided in Hong Kong; they established Fort Street Studio in Hangzhou in 1996. In 2002, they moved
back to New York City to develop the business stateside, but returned to Hong Kong in 2014. "We are
passionate about this city," explains Brad. "It's the perfect centre for business in the region." Today
their luxurious hand-knotted, wild-silk rugs are coveted for their painterly design and art-inspired
aesthetics by interior designers and doyennes of good taste around the world.
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HAND-PICKED PIECES Unconventional, arty flats like theirs don't come on the market every day. "l found it through
22ren:Le:ggtct‘e"r'yezzzrlgtﬁios the grapevine," explains Brad. "That's usually the way these things happen with such rare jewels."
to the clean-lined space: Janis was still in New York at the time and admits she was somewhat skeptical when Brad called to
Fornasetti pieces from Lane tell her the news. She recalls, "Ultimately, | put my trust in his good judgment and told him to sign the
Crawford are in keeping with contract." After moving in, their first task was to open up the two rooms to make the apartment into a

the flat's arty personality . . ..
larger, lateral space. A curtain was installed to separate the bedroom from the living areas. They then

kR . redecorated throughout. "As it's such a small space, we used a neutral palette to make it look big,"
LTS lains Brad. "We wanted to make th fthe abund llight and keep things simple.”
B 2R R e explains Brad. "We wanted to make the most of the abundant natural light and keep things simple.

REEER RAEFHH Every object in the flat has its own story to tell. One of their beautiful Fort Street Studio carpets
:é;;;—“;;;ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwgm in a cool hue creates the canvas for their carefully chosen mid-20t-century furniture - a period they

adore. A vintage 1960s Plycraft lounge chair and ottoman covered in Jim Thompson fabric takes
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STEP OUTSIDE

The bedroom looks onto

the bright outdoors, and
glass doors seamlessly bring
the outside in; homeowner
Janis Provisor by the terrace,
which is adorned with gree-
nery and a plush rug from
Fort Street Studio
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centre stage. "It's the poor man’s Eames," quips Brad with a laugh. This has been paired with a quirky
round 1950s Danish tea trolley, which complements another vintage wooden table by Hans J. Wegner
acquired at Casa Capriz in Hong Kong.

Presiding over all of these carefully curated pieces is an edgy oil-on-canvas painting by German
artist Norbert Schwontkowski. "We were interested in his work for years," says Janis. "When we
first bought the painting, we didn’t even have a roof over our heads at that stage in our lives - but
our world had become richer because we owned a piece of his art." Other artworks in the flat are a
late Qing dynasty calligraphy work by Zheng Xie, a 1940s Indian lithograph and some remarkable
photographs that Brad has taken of graffiti he discovered in Hong Kong. "l am intrigued by the whimsy
of this street art," states Brad. "So apart from exhibiting them in our flat, the photos will also become
part of my design collection | plan to publish in Hong Kong." In addition, their eclectic collection of
1960s German pottery enriches the space. "I'm obsessed with the colours, shapes and textures of
these ceramics," says Brad. "They are a constant source of inspiration.”
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OUTDOOR FLAIR

Spanning the length of

the entire apartment is an
outdoor area that offers the
homeowners a quiet space
to reflect and create; the
brass planter is from Deem
and lotus bowls are by Jia
Inc from Lane Crawford
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The colourful outdoor area is indeed a bonus - the large sliding glass doors open up to make
the flat feel more spacious and airy. "Apart from entertaining and enjoying meals alfresco, we often
sit and work in our small garden when it's not too hot," says Janis. A practical kitchen, bathroom
and ample storage space makes the flat even more functional, while the comfortable bedroom also
doubles as a workspace. Everything has been perfectly considered down to the last millimetre.

Living in a small space clearly has its constraints, but in no way does it restrict the creative
process of this talented duo. New designs are constantly being added to their range while bespoke
rugs can be designed to order. "We have created a very distinct personality with our wild-silk rugs,”
says Janis. "But we always continue to think outside the box and explore innovative decorative designs
that provide our customers with truly original carpets, which are art forms in their own right." //
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“I'T°S SURPRISING TO DISCOVER ACTUALLY
HOW LITTLE SPACE YOU NEED TO LIVE WELIL”
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